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Gentlemen, 

In  once  more  presenting  you  with  my  Annual  Report 
of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  district,  together  with  the 
statistics  in  relation  to  Births,  Deaths,  and  Disease,  you  will 
perhaps  agree  with  me  :  that  it  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 

Population. —  On  comparing  the  number  of  births  and 
deaths  which  have  taken  place  during  1902,  there  is  an  excess 
of  79  births  over  deaths — there  being  276*  births.  197  deaths, 
and  as  39  infants  died  under  one  year,  I  am  calculating  an 
addition  of  40  to  the  population,  which  is  perhaps  a  doubtful 
increase,  more  especially  when  we  consider  that  a  few  miners 
have  left  the  neighbourhood  finding  work  elsewhere  ;  the 
Mills  have  however,  been  fully  employed. 


Births.  D  uring  the  year  276  births  have  been  register¬ 
ed — 136  males,  140  females. — The  birthrate  for  the  year  is  at 
the  rate  of  24.24  per  rooo  ;  for  1901  it  was  26. 26.  For  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  the  birthrate  is  28.6. 


I  also  give  you  the  number  of  births,  arranged  in  quarters, 
for  the  last  3  years  ;  also  the  total  number  for  the  last  10  years, 
the  number  of  births  are  6  below  the  average  of  the  last  io  yrs  , 
though  in  1894,  1895,  1896,  &  1899,  the  numbers  are  lower  than 
in  1902. 
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82 
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,,  second  ,, 
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34 

,,  third 
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65 
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32 
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73 

68 
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34 
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Number  of  births  registered  during  the  last  10  years: — 


In  1893 

- 

0 

00 

1  n  1 8q8 

3T4 

,,  1894 

- 

256 

,,  1899 

268 

„  i895 

- 

262 

,,  1900 

3QI 

,,  1896 

- 

239 

,,  1901 

298 

,,  1897 

- 

-I  r 

O  1  / 

,,  1902 

276 

Deaths  — 197  deaths  have  been  registered  as  having 
taken  place  in  Mirfield  during  1902 — 97  males,  100  females.  9 
of  these  were  non-residents  —  2  males,  7  females  ;  4  died  at  the 
Memorial  Hospital,  2  belonging  to  Ravensthorpe,  1  to  Thorn¬ 
hill,  and  1  to  York.  3  died  at  the  Crossley  Hospital,  1  belong¬ 
ing  to  Liversedge,  r  to  Mapplewell,  and  1  to  Cleckheaton.  1 
belonging  to  Huddersfield,  died  while  on  a  visit.  Of  the  other 
the  native  town  was  not  mentioned.  This  brings  the  deaths 
down  to  188.  Then  there  have  been  two  deaths  at  the  West 
Riding  Lunatic  Asylum,  kindly  notified  by  Dr.  Kaye,  this 
brings  the  number  to  190.  There  have  also  been  6  deaths — 3 
males,  3  females  — at  the  Dewsbury  Union  Workhouse,  kindly 
notified  by  the  Master,  bringing  the  total  to  196.  Thus  taking 
off  the  number  of  deaths  of  non-residents  dying  in  the  district, 
and  adding  the  number  of  deaths  of  residents  dying  away, 
reduces  the  total  number  of  deaths  by  i.  The  deathrate  for 
year  for  the  197  deaths  is  at  the  rate  of  17.30 — 3  below  the 
average  of  the  last  10  years — while  for  the  196  it  is  17.21  :  for 
England  and  Wales  the  deathrate  is  16.3,  the  lowest  annual 
deathrate  ever  recorded  for  England  and  Wales.  You  will 
observe  in  the  tabulated  list  for  the  preceding  10  years, in  1894, 
1897,  1899,  1920,  &  igor,  the  number  of  deaths  irrespective  of 
calculation  of  population,  is  lower  than  in  1902,  the  other  years 
being  in  some  cases  a  good  deal  more. 

I  again  give  you  the  number  of  deaths  arranged  in  the 
quarters  ending  March,  June,  Sept.,  and  Dec.,  comparing  the  3 
preceding  years,  thinking  this  may  give  us  a  better  idea  of  the 
healthiness  or  otherwise  of  the  different  seasons — 
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93 
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97 
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I  daresay  some  may  be  interested  in  noticing  in  which 
months  more  deaths  take  place,  at  the  different  age  periods, 
and  for  comparison  I  include  3  years,  viz.  1900,  1901,  &  1902. 
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5 

7 

1 

1 

6 

nil 

2 

4 

1 

4 

0 

3 

6 

40 

Total 

25 

28 

18 

17 

J9 

7 

I  I 

20 

8 

1 3 

1 2 

18 

1 96 

For  1901 : — 
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IFor  1902  :  — 
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Also  yearly  for  10  years  :  — 
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And  also  divided  according-  to  sex  : — 


Infants  under  1  year 

•••39 
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27 
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Causes  of  the  Infant  Deaths. — 7  died  from  Bron¬ 
chitis,  3  from  Broncho-pneumonia,  6  from  Measles,  2  from 
Whooping  Cough,  1  from  Acute  Dyspepsia,  4  from  Enteritis 
(Diarrhoea),  4  from  Convulsions,  2  from  Dentition,  3  from 
Premature  Birth,  4  from  Congenital  Debility,  1  was  found  dead 
in  bed,  2  from  Atelactasis. 


1  2 
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1. 

The  infant  mortality  is  141.3  per  1000  births  registered 
For  England  &  Wales  it  is  133  u  n  -1 

For  76  great  Towns  1.  143  ■>  •<  u 

For  103  smaller  Towns  133  »•  n  m 

For  England  A:  Wales,  less  the  17^  Towns,  1 19  do.  do. 


1  year  A  under  5  yrs. — 11  males — 9  females,  total 
20,  as  against  13  in  1901,  although  considerably  more  than  in 
1891  it  is  still  2  below  the  average  of  the  last  10  years. 


Five  died  in  the  1st. 

Quarter.  .  Jan. 
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Feb.  1, 

Mar.  3. 
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Causes  of  the  deaths : 
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Broncho-pneu  monia 
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O 

Pneumonia  ... 
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Tubercular  miningitis 
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2 

1 
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Bronchitis. . . 

Enteritis  (Diarrhoea) 
Whooping-  Cough  ... 
Typhoid  Fever 
Diphtheria  ... 

Burns 
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i  L’vsedge  nil 
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5  years  and  under  15  years.  7  deaths— 5 

males,  2  females  (1  non-resident)  the  same  number  as  in  1901,, 
but  if  we  deduct  the  death  of  the  non-resident  there  were  only 
6. 
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Causes  of  the  deaths  :  1901 


Tubercular  Meningitis 

,,  Disease  of  Bowels 


,,  #  „  Lungs  1 

Diphtheria  1 

Typhoid  Fever 
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Influenza  and  Bronchitis  — 

Dyspepsia  1 
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1902 
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j 

1  Liversedge 
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1 
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15  years  &  under  25.  — 10 — 1  male,  9  females,  2  were 
non-residents — one  more  than  in  1901. 

3  died  in  the  1st.  Quarter,  Jan  2,  Feb.  o,  Mar.  1. 


1  n  2nd.  n 

4  -ti  3rd.  M 

2  it  4th”  " 

Cause  of  death  : 

Acute  Peritonitis 
Broncho-pneumonia 
Pneumonia 
Measles,  &c. 

Typhoid  Fever 
Heart  Disease 
Phthsis  Pulmonalis 
Tubercular  Meningitis 
Gastric  Ulcer,  opr. 

Cerebral  Abscess 
Drowning 


in  May. 

July  2,  Aug.  2. 

Oct.  t,  and  Dec.  1. 

1901  1902 

2  — 

1  — 

1  1 

1 

1  non.  resident.  1  non-resident* 

—  2 

—  1 

1 
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25  yrs.  &  under  B5. — 74  deaths — 42  males,  32  females 
2  more  than  in  1901. 
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Apoplexy 
Osteo-Arthritis 
Phthisis  Pulmonalis. . . 

Enteritis  (Sr  Diarrhoea 
Typhoid  Fever 
Puerperal  ,, 

Bright’s  Disease 

Cirrhosis  ...  ...  ■ 
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Epilepsy 

Ulcer  ... 

Malignant  Disease  ... 

Hernia... 

Biliary  Colic  ... 

Diabetes 
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Erysipelas 

Septic  Inflammations 
Pernicious  Anaemia  ... 
f  Anaemia  c  Lead  Poisoning 
^ Due  in  a  great  measure  to  his 
Gout 
Nephritis 

Cirrhosis  of  Kidneys 
Tubercular  Joints 
Pericarditis 
Appendicitis 
Intestinal  Obstruction 
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65  years  and  upwards. --47,  20  males,  27  females 

In  1901—54,  23  M  31 
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Cause  of  death. 

Heart  Disease 
Apoplexy 
Senile  Decay.. 
Bronchitis 

Malignant  Disease  ... 

Rheumatism  ... 

Accidents 

Sudden  death 

Diabetes 

Jaundice 

Tuberculosis  ... 

Senile  Gangrene 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Softening  of  Brain  ... 
Pneumonia 

Broncho-Pneumonia . . . 

Laryngitis 

Influenza 

Cystitis 

Paraplegia 

Diarrhoea 

Dyspepsia 

Bright’s  Disease 
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54  47 


Phthisis  Fulmonalis  or  Tubercular  Disease  of 
Lungs.  — 12  deaths  have  taken  place  from  this  disease  during 
the  year. ..4  males,  8  females,  x^ges — 13  months,  12  years,  17 
years,  26  years,  27  years,  31  years,  41  years,  47  years, 50  years, 
52  years,  58  years,  and  70  years.  Occupation  of  the  males — 
Cloth  Finisher,  aged  70  ;  Gardener’s  Labourer,  aged  52  ; 
Woollen  Warper,  aged  47.  Residences — Camm  Lane,  Hand 
Bank,  and  Towngate.  Occupation  of  Females — 2  were  Wool¬ 
len  Weavers,  aged  50  and  17  years  ;  1  was  a  Domestic  Servant 
aged  58  ;  4  were  married,  aged  26,  27,  30,  and  41  ;  1  was  a 

child,  12  years  of  age.  Residences — Lower  Hopton,  Town- 
gate,  Lower  Row,  Nab  Lane. 
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As  I  stated  in  my  Report  last  year,  1  have  not  yet  heard  of 
a  Sanatorium  where  poor  people  can  be  treated.  A  great  deal 
more  can  be  done  at  home,  windows  should  be  made  so  as  they 
could  not  be  shut,  instead  of.  as  is  so  often  the  case  in  Mir- 


field  at  any  rate,  kept  shut,  air 
bran,  so  placed  that  no  fresh  ai 

No.  of  deaths  for 
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Total  156.  3  less  than  the 


bags,  filled  either  with  sand  or 
enters  the  bedrooms. 


the  last  to  years 

1  n  1 898  . . 

t8  deaths. 

,,  1899  ... 

CS 

,,  1900  .. 

fO 

,,  1901  ... 

8  „ 

,,  1902  ... 

12 

average  for  the  last  10  years. 


7  deaths  have  also  occurred  from  diseases  of  a  Tuberculous 
natu  re. 

Pneumonia,  Pleurisy,  Bronchitis,  and 

Broncho-Pneumonia.  —35  deaths  ;  17  males,  18  females. 
(In  100 r  there  were  32  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
system.)  Of  the  3;  deaths,  4  were  in  January,  2  in  February, 
2  in  March.  4  in  April,  4  in  May,  1  in  June,  2  in  July,  o  in 
August,  2  in  September.  3  in  October.  5  in  November,  6  in 
December.  14  were  children  under  4  years  of  age,  most  of 
them  infants  a  few  months  old,  while  9  were  over  70,  4  being 
over  8o  years.  Occupations  of  some  of  the  adults  -retired 
gardener,  farmer’s  teatner,  lamplighter,  power  loom  tuner, 
railway  guard,  actress,  worker  in  cotton  mill,  farmer,  retired 
dressmaker. 

Deaths  not  certified. — One  infant,  4  months  old. 
Death  supposed  to  have  been  due  to  Convulsions.  Apparently 
no  Inquest  considered  necessary. 

Cancer.— This  disease  has  been  the  cause  of  9  deaths — 
2  males  (1  non-resident),  and  7  females.  The  occupation  of  the 
2  males,  one  a  stoker,  and  the  other  a  coal  miner,  aged  res¬ 
pectively  54  and  69.  The  ages  of  the  7  females — 39,  42,  43, 
59,  62,  66,  and  73. 

As  I  mentioned  last  year,  the  majority  again  lived  in  low- 
lying  parts  of  the  district,  viz  : — 2  at  Battyeford,  1  at  Ravens- 
thorpe,  1  at  East-thorpe,  2  at  Lower  Hopton  ;  the  remaining  3 
lived  on  higher  ground,  viz  : — Mirfield  Moor,  Greenside,  and 
Northorpe. 
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In  1901  there  were  18  deaths — 9  males,  9  females. 
In  1900  ,,  12  ,, 

In  1899  >  5  21 


Inquests. — 13  Inquests  have  been  held  during-  the  year 
on  9  males  and  4  females,  the  cause  of  death  being  as  follows  : 
Injured  Spine  (fracture)  at  his  work. 

Scalds  extensive  ,,  ,, 

2  fell  in  their  homes  living  only  a  few  days 
2  were  drowned 

2  committed  suicide  by  strangulation 

1  n  M  cutting  the  throat 

3  were  found  dead  in  bed-  one  being  an  infant,  the  ages  of  the 

other  two  were  64  and  71 
one,  a  child,  died  from  burns  on  the  chest. 


In  1897  there  were 
11  1898  it 

M  1899  H 

M  I  9OO  If 

II  1901  II 


15  inquests 
j  2  it 

T5  " 

1 9  it 

6  -f 


I  will  now  direct  vour  attention  to  the  deaths  and  illnesses 
of  the  Zymotic  class  : — the  number  of  deaths  in  1902  is  22  — 
males  12,  females  10,  five  of  these  were  non-residents,  one 
Scarlet  Fever  from  Mapplewell  died  at  Crossley  Hospital  ;  three 
Typhoid  from  Liversedge,  also  died  at  Crossley  Hospital  ;  one 
infant  from  Huddersfield  :  this  reduces  the  deaths  to  17. 

I  think  in  the  future  the  deaths  of  non-residents  should  be 
omitted  from  the  tables,  if  our  tables  are  to  be  an  accurate 
account  for  Mirfield  : 


Table  of  deaths  of  the  Zymotic  class  for  10  years 


93 

94 

95 

96 

97 

00  i 
&  ! 

99 

1900  1 901 

1 

02 

T’tl. 

Smallpox 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

J 

0 

1 

13 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

27 

Measles 

0 

0 

10 

1 5 

0 

2 

1 

4 

2 

I  T 

45 

Typhoid  Fever 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

O 

H 

Continued  u 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O 

1 

Diarrhoea 

7 

4 

4 

2 

8 

9 

2 

3 

7 

1 

47 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

v> 

2 

4 

2 

0 

1 

2 

2 

O 

1 6 

Membranous  Croup  . 

0 

i 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

O 

5 

Erysipelas 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

I 

4 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

I 

0 

T 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

O 

6 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

6 

0 

8 

/*-r 

/ 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

33 

Total . .. 

[7 

l6 

18 

47 

22 

19 

8 

18 

17 

T7 

*99 

Smallpox. — No  cases  occurred  during  the  year. — There 
was  one  case  which  caused  us  a  little  anxiety  at  first,  but  subse¬ 
quent  events  proved  its  true  nature,  and  that  it  was  not  small¬ 
pox — where  our  cases  of  smallpox  should  be  treated  has  been 
several  times  under  discussion,  and  at  last  the  Dewsbury  Cor¬ 
poration  have  very  kindly  consented  to  take  our  cases,  provided 
they  had  empty  beds. 


Scarlet  Fever.  There  have  been  43  cases  &  2  deaths 
of  this  disease  during  the  year — of  these  18  were  males,  and  25 
females,  30  of  these  were  removed  to  the  Crossley  Hospital,  13 
were  treated  at  home.  Only  in  one  instance  after  a  child  had 
returned  home,  did  the  illness  break  out  again,  while  in  the  13 
treated  at  home,  2nd,  &  even  3rd.  N  4th.  attacks  took  place.  It 
is  most  difficult  to  completely  isolate  a  patient  at  home.  The 
disease  broke  out  in.  the  following  places  :  East-thorpe  3,  Lower 
Hopton  4,  Upper  Hopton  3,  New  Scarbro’  1.  Battyeford  4, 
Bracken  Hill  2,  Nab  Lane  1,  Knowl  7,  Old  Bank  3,  Nickhouse 
1,  Crossley  Lane  3,  Northorpe  9,  Shillbank  2  ;  and  in  the 
months  as  shewn  in  the  following  tables,  and  for  six  years  : 
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Diphtheria  &  Membranous  Croup  -  There 

have  been  no  cases  notified  during  the  year.  This  has  been  the 
only  year  since  the  Notification  Act  was  adopted  in  Lebv,  1900. 

Typhoid  Fever. — Three  cases  during  the  year,  2  males 
&  1  female,  all  recovered,  2  were  removed  to  Crossley,  one  re¬ 
mained  at  home,  being  tooill  at  the  time  for  removal.  Two  were 
at  Upper  Hopton  and  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  ; 
the  other  at  Wellhouse  Lane  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  In 
1901  there  were  6  cases  and  two  deaths. 


\ 


1 1 

You  are  again  to  be  congratulated  on  the  comparative 
immunity  from  this  Fever. 

Whooping*  Cough. — 2  deaths—  1  male,  1  female;  both 
infants  under  one  year,  also  belonging  to  Lower  Hopton,  both 
deaths  occurred  in  August.  Not  enough  attention  is  paid  to 
this  disease. 

Measles  This  disease  has  been  the  cause  of  11  deaths  : 
6  males  &  5  females,  8  were  children  under  2  years  of  age,  in 
fact  6  were  under  12  months.  Very  young  children  succumb 
easily  to  acute  diseases,  the  disease  was  more  prevalent  in  the 
Lower  Hopton  and  Battyeford  districts,  and  during  the  months 
of  March,  April,  May  and  June. 

Erysipelas  — 10  cases— 6  males,  4  females  ;  one  death. 
One  in  January,  2  in  March,  3  in  May,  i  in  October,  2  in  Nov¬ 
ember,  1  in  December.  This  disease  is  more  prevalent  in  cold 
weather, most  of  the  cases  were  in  persons  over  45  years  of  age, 
4  being  over  60  years,  viz  :  64,  2  at  65,  1  at  66,  the  youngest 

was  18  years  old.  The  cases  occurred  in  different  parts  of  the 
district.  In  1901  there  were  8  cases. 


Diarrhoea — The  name  of  this  disease  for  death  returns 
has  been  altered  ;  1  will  not  enter  into  the  details  of  the  several 
names,  they  may  be  certified  under  5  different  names,  but  prac¬ 
tically  the  same  disease.  There  have  been  5  deaths  of  infants  : 
2  at  2  months,  1  at  4  months,  and  2  at  9  months. 


Infectious  Notification  Act. 


The  total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  has 
been  57  : 

Scarlet  Fever.. .43... 2  deaths.  Typhoid  Fever  .  3 

Erysipelas  ...10...1  death.  Smallpox  ...1 


Below  you  will  see  the  number  of  cases  notified  since  Feb. 
1st,  1890 — also  the  number  of  deaths  : 
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Water  The  Town's  Water  lias  been  very  plentiful 
during  the  year  ;  there  have  been  fewer  complaints  of  the 
discolouration  of  the  water. 

Crossley  Hospital. 

This  Hospital  is  continuing  to  do  very  useful  work:  32 
cases  belonging  to  Mirfield  have  been  under  treatment.  I  men¬ 
tioned  in  my  last  annual  Report  that  we  were  greatly  in  need  of 
a  new  Ambulance  ;  this  was  started  during  the  year,  I  mean 
the  collecting  of  subscriptions,  which  has  been  successfully 
carried  out.  It  is  a  great  boon,  the  patients  are  now  comfort¬ 
ably  conveyed  to  the  Hospital. 


During  1892  no  systematic  inspection  of  Factories  and 
Workshops  took  place,  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  change 
in  the  Sanitary  Inspectorship. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  I  have  to  thank  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  first  Mr.  Ledgard  and  then  Mr.  Hawrorth,  for  their 
readiness  and  willingness  in  carrying  out  my  suggestions.  I 
believe  our  treatment  of  infectious  disease  and  its  surround¬ 
ings  are  being  conducted  on  the  best  principles, 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOS.  B.  FAIRCLOUGH, 


July,  ipoj. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Notification  Act. 
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